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Committee on Ecology and Transportation
TRB Committee on Ecology and Transportation (ADC30)
Meeting Notes

Date/Time:

January 10, 2017 / 10:15 AM to 12 NOON (ET)

Place:

Marriott Marquis Independence E (M4)

Next Meeting:

May 1, 2017

Attendees:

See Attached List

Distribution:

All Attendees

Prior to the meeting, Alex Levy provided an agenda (attached), outlining the framework for discussion. Highlights of
the ensuing conversation are provided below.
•
•
•

•

The meeting was initiated with introductions by all in attendance at the meeting site, and remotely via
conference call.
Alex reviewed the ADC30 Mission Statement to remind attendees of the overarching goals of the committee
and its research efforts.
Alex reviewed committee activities, and noted that we are required to rotate 50% of committee members.
Members include Todd Williams (Michael Baker International) and Dan Buford (FHWA), and there are also
international members (Wendy Collinson and Dr. Xinjun Wang). The committee also recently changed
communications chair as Marcia Bowen retired and moved off the committee, and Jeff Simmons has taken
on the role. Alex noted that the 2016 mid-year workshop/meeting in Salt Lake City was undertaken with TRB
ADC50 (Cultural Resources Committee) and ADC10 (Environmental Analysis and Transportation).
o Many of the workshops at this annual meeting were derived from discussions that occurred at the
mid-year meeting.
o Among the workshops at this Annual Meeting that came out of discussions in Salt Lake City were
“Bats at the Crossroads” (with ADC10, AHD50, ALO50). As an outcome of the discussions at that
workshop, there was a desire expressed by several attendees to include research regarding
mitigation, especially of white-nosed syndrome. Other workshops at the Annual Meeting include the
use of LiDAR and Transportation (with ABJ50, ABJ60, ADC50, and ADC60), cosponsored Sessions
(214, 394, 489, 512, 624, 746, 512), sessions on biofuels, pollinators and roadside vegetation
management, and alternative uses of ROW.
We also had 7 posters during our poster session. Alex noted that we have the ability to do invited poster
abstracts, which would allow for up to 20 spots for posters in the future. Friends and committee members
were encouraged to attend. Session 701: Cultivating resilience (with ADE80, ADO00, ADC00, ADC10, AFB40,
AHD50). Hot Topics session. Dan – expand next year to include more technologies. Session 869: Maintaining
Connectivity (with AFB40, AHD50, ANB20(2)).
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Jonathan Rubin (Section Chair) provided a TRB update. He proposed that if a session is in a spotlight theme,
we could get an extra session arranged. Mr. Rubin noted that TRB had more than 6,000 papers submitted,
and more than 13,700 people registered for the annual meeting. TRB is pushing for the organization to start
looking like the population we serve in terms of race, disabilities, communities, gender, etc. It was articulated
that we need to make sure any research conclusions presented are evidence and science based. Also, it was
emphasized that we need to make sure that as an organization we reach out to others that attend events
and meetings – in other words, be inclusive.
Liaison Subcommittee:
o Animal Vehicle Collision Co-chairs, Fraser Shilling (reporting), Road Ecology center at UC Davis and
Keith Knapp Local Technical Assistance Program, UI Comm Communications, newsletter. The
Committee changed its name to Subcommittee on Animal Vehicle Conflict rather than Collisions. The
subcommittee discussed potential sessions at TRB 2018 and a possible NCHRP synthesis topic.
o Alex noted that the old ADC30 website is no longer hosted at CTE, and Bridget Donaldson has set up
a website on weebly in its place. Alex also noted that the Committee needs a new poster with
better graphics.
o Jeff covered topics germane to Committee Communications - the next announcement requesting
content for the spring newsletter will be issued sometime in March or April 2017. It was requested
that for any future newsletter article submissions, confirmation of permission to publish photos and
graphics should be provided. This is to avoid copyright infringement issues.
 Meeting minutes from the July 2016 mid-year meeting are posted on weebly website.
 We will be issuing a request for Committee members to provide bios and photos put on the
Committee weebly website. Just a one pager with headshot.
 It was requested that all attendees sign in so we have an accurate roll call of who attended
the meeting.
 Everyone was reminded to visit MyTRB.org and register, or update your profile if you are
already registered. Registering on the MyTRB.org site is the only way to ensure you get
newsletters and announcements.
o Christine Gerencher announced that Alex will be stepping down as Committee Chair in the spring,
and Dan Smith will become the new ADC30 Committee Chair. She acknowledged the significant
contributions of Alex Levy to the Committee, and thanked him for all he has done.
o Todd Williams provided an update on the Research Subcommittee which included the following
highlights: February 17, 2017 is the deadline for National Cooperative Highway Research Program
(NCHRP) Synthesis Program – Committee members have an opportunity to submit suggestions on
research topics. Collaboration with State Departments of Transportation (DOTs) and other
Transportation Research Board (TRB) Committees is encouraged and strengthens the case for
funding support. It was recommended that anyone interested in submitting get Todd and Kris Gade
involved, and a sponsor (DOT or Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) should be identified. Also
was noted that American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) and
TRB committee connections/ help make the case for selection and financial support. Problem
statements to NCHRP have a mid-October deadline. There are also opportunities through
Transportation Environmental Research Ideas (TERI), which allows for proposing topics (talk to Todd
or Kris Gade for more information).
o Kris Gade (Arizona DOT) provided an update on the AASHTO Standing Committee on the
Environment (SCOE). Kris is the Vice Chair of the SCOE Natural Resources subcommittee and
coordinates research topics related to wildlife and vegetation for SCOE consideration for the
National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP). SCOE collects ideas for research through
an online database called TERI (http://environment.transportation.org/teri_database). Ideas
submitted to TERI are downloaded in late May/early June each year. SCOE prioritizes research topics
that will result in output useful to multiple state DOTs. Kris matches ideas from TERI with DOTs to
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ensure there is interest before official research statements are developed. There are two main types
of funding available through this process: NCHRP 25-25, which is quick turnaround environmental
topics with a value of up to $125,000 and completed in 18 months, or full NCHRP research projects,
which can be up to $600,000 and take multiple years to complete. The group discussed that it would
be helpful to post the ADC30 research ideas to TERI and to develop a list of researchers and
consultants with different expertise for posting on the ADC30 webpage.
o Agencies: Dan Buford (FHWA) provided an update, indicating that FHWA has been developing a
programmatic approach for bat consultation. The plan is for this to be done through an online
submission. He also indicated that there would be new liaisons with ACE and NMFS. FHWA is
working on a couple of ESA and Magnuson Fisheries programmatic consultations, which could
impact work from Maine to Northern Florida. He also noted that Marlys has moved on from FHWA
to Federal Railroad Administration (FRA).
o Kate Kurgan provided an update on activities with AASHTO – they are now focused on SHRP2
projects, CO6 (EcoLogical) and C19 (Expedited Project Delivery). A Practitioners Handbook
(implementing EcoLogical) is available, and webinars designed to describe how to implement
EcoLogical having been going on and one more is coming up in late January 2017. She also indicated
that FHWA will continue to work on EcoLogical. The SHRP2 C19 (Expedited Project Delivery) will
continue on until end of 2017, with 4 more webinars this year. Some of this material will be
presented at AASHTO and TRB panels, and an upcoming session at the International Conference on
Ecology and Transportation (ICOET).
Mid-Year meeting will be held May 14-18, 2017 at ICOET at the Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake
City, UT. It is a Wyoming DOT and Utah DOT sponsored event. Highlights of the conference will include the
Pinedale field trip (pronghorn crossing) and a National Geographic photographer (Joe Riis) as a keynote
speaker. It will also include lightning sessions (5-minute talks), e.g., collaboration and cooperation in UT
which is being organized by Patty Cramer.
Alex Levy provided certificates to Kris Gade, Dan Smith, Jeff Simmons, and Bridget Donaldson for
contributions to ADC30 in 2016.
Alex requested that meeting attendees that called in send him an email to let him know they were in
attendance.

The meeting adjourned at approximately noon ET.
The foregoing is considered to be a true and accurate record of all items discussed. If any discrepancies or
inconsistencies are noted, please contact the writer immediately.
Respectfully submitted by Jeff Simmons.
Jeff Simmons, PWS/NHCWS
ADC30 Committee Communications Coordinator
Environmental Services Sector Leader, Transportation
Stantec
Cell: (803) 543-3813
Jeff.Simmons@stantec.com
Attachment:

Proposed Meeting Agenda

